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SC will take on Marquette
in first NCAA Tournament
appearance since 2004
PAGE 12
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Truman finalist hopes
to promote rule of law
Brandon Wong
@THEGAMECOCK

USC may soon see a not her
st udent recog n ized for h is
achievements. Nick Santamaria, a
third-year political science student,
has been named as a finalist for the
prestigious Truman Scholarship.
The focus of his application, and
hopefully his career, is the rule of
law — the way in which the people
and government hold one another
accountable in order to establish
fair laws. This is especially personal
to Santamaria, whose parents,
including his Italian immigrant
father, did not graduate high school.
He will be the first in his family
to graduate from college and he
attributes that to the fact that his
parents thrived in a place like the
U.S., which provided them the
opport unit y to make a life for
themselves and their children.
“To be able to provide people and
society and citizens in general some
stability, some accountability in the
way that they live and in their lives
because once you have that, you
have the ability to move forward to
work hard, to advance, to progress,”
Santamaria said.
Santamaria has been extremely
involved on campus since his first
year. He has served as the treasurer
and now the regional tournament
director for mock trial. He has also
gone from a member of freshman
council with Student Government
to the director of the congressional
advisory board. The board will be
going to D.C. in two weeks to lobby
to South Carolina representatives
about issues like higher education,
mental health, sexual assault and

Courtesy of the Oﬃce of Fellowship and Scholar Program

curriculum.
“I’m looking to take advantage of
every opportunity that’s afforded
to me.”
The Truman Scholarship is a
highly selective federal scholarship
t h at i s a w a r d e d a n nu a l l y t o
approx imately 60 U.S. college
juniors who have a demonstrated
commitment to public ser vice.
Truman Scholars receive $30,000 to
cover graduate study in fields such
as law, public policy and education.
Santamaria plans to use the award
to attend law school. He hopes to
focus his work on improving the
rule of law in foreign countries, with
his application specifically focusing
on a policy proposal for Ukraine.
“Right now, [in] situations abroad,
whet her it’s U k raine or ot her
counties, there are opportunities to
make a lot more advancement than
there would in the U.S.”
A lthough Santamaria intends
to pursue a career at the State
Department, he said that he believes
it is important to gain first-hand
experience before working on policy
reform.

“What I see as the biggest impact
that a person can make would be
going abroad and starting from
the ground up and making those
changes.”
Santamaria said that the Truman
Scholarship has stood out to him
ever since he decided to pursue a
career in public service as a first-year
student. He has interned with the
South Carolina Commission on
Indigent Defense, where he helped
to provide legal representation for
those facing the death penalty, in
addition to working for the New
York state senate for two years.
He offered one piece of advice for
students interested in applying for
the scholarship.
“T he biggest t h i ng, ju st i n
general, as a lesson learned from
my whole experience here at USC,
is to get involved. I would never
have the track record of experiences
to talk about in my application,
that allowed me to be selected, if it
weren’t for just getting involved.”
Santamaria will interview in New
York on March 31.
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Global Chef Program brings
Dutch cuisine to campus
Thom Barnes
@SOMETHOMBARNES

Richard Hendrik van
der Horst, a chef who
works at the Technical
University of Delft in
t he Net herla nds, is
currently visiting the
USC Columbia campus
as part of the Sodexo
Global Chef Program.
van der Horst started
his career at 18 when
he was a chef in the
military, also serving
as a soldier. He studied
culinar y arts and
started working at the
Roya l M a r i nes as a
marine and a chef by
21, then furthered his
resume as the head chef
at the World Forum in
the Hague.
Accord i ng to va n
der Horst, he is very
t hank f ul to work
for a compa ny l i ke
S o de xo t h at m a k e s
collaboration with chefs
of different nationalities
possible.
“Wit h Sodexo,
it ma kes us more
gathered. We’re closer
to each ot her r ight
now, wh ile we have
colleagues overseas ...
it’s a beautiful thing. For
the business, it makes
you stronger and you’re
proud for working for
this company,” van der
Horst said.
T he Globa l C hef
Program, which is in
its fourth semester, sees

chefs from around the
world come to USC
for four to six weeks.
So far, t he program
has brought in chefs
f rom Spa i n, Braz i l,
France and now t he
Netherlands.
These chefs spend
their time on campus
c o ok i n g i n v a r iou s
restaurants for students,
from the Global Cafe
in Darla Moore, all the
way up to Gibbes Court
Bist ro i n Capstone.
Du ring t h is t ime,
these chefs cook many
internat ional meals,
including ones from
their home country.
v a n d e r H o r s t ’s
t rad it iona l d ishes
include hutspot,
d if ferent t y pes of
cheeses and special fish
like herring.
“It’s really a pleasure
work i ng w it h t hese
g u y s a nd get t i ng a
different perspective
on what they do and
what we do ... It’s a
great, great experience
actually,” said Corey
Green, a chef who has
worked with van der
Horst since his arrival
at USC.
If you are interested
in trying some of Chef
van der Horst’s food,
a schedule of where
he will be for the next
three weeks is posted at
on-campus restaurants.

Professor connects with students through tumor research
John Warrington
@THEGAMECOCK

A s a w i n ner of t he
Michael J. Mungo
Distinguished Professor
of t he Year Award, Dr.
David Reisman knows how
to connect with students.
Reisman teaches Cell and
Molecular Biology and is
the director of the Center
for Colon Cancer Research
T i s s u e D e p o s i t o r y.
O ver t he past 25 years
at USC, he has had over
60 undergraduates work
i n h is lab a nd is even
collaborating with several
of his former students on
grants.
“I’ve seen a lot of people
t a ke ow nersh ip i n t he
university ... [They] feel
completely different about
college than people who
don’t have that experience,”
Reisman said.

Reisman’s work focuses
on Tumor Protein 53 (p53),
a tumor suppressor gene
that is mutated in over
50 percent of all human
cancers. However, Reisman
did not always work in the
field of cancer biology. He
began as an undergraduate
at Illinois doing research
on plant viruses, where he
quickly became interested
in human virology. At the
University of Wisconsin,
his graduate work focused
on the Epstein-Barr Virus,
which is responsible for
infectious mononucleosis
and in rare cases B-cell
lymphoma. It was not until
his postdoctoral work in
1986 that he began working
on p53.
He was one of the earliest
investigators of p53 — the
gene’s popularity exploded
amongst researchers in
the early 1990s. “It was

not the time to leave,” said
Reisman with a smile, “and
I’ve been studying it ever
since.”
His passion for research
comes f rom t he lab
interactions and working
with groups of people to
solve problems. He loves
the thrill of going into the
unknown and creating new
knowledge. “You have to
be a risk taker,” he says,
“because ... you’re stepping
i nto a ter r itor y where
there’s nobody there to tell
you, no you can’t do this,
or this doesn’t make sense.”
He likens it to being a bit
antiestablishment. “You
can fail or you can succeed,
but you’re jumping off of
this precipice … it’s fun,”
he said.
Reisman firmly believes
that students should be
working on projects that
are meaningful and not

just busy work. He has
had students contribute
enormous amounts to his
research and t hey have
been published in academic
jou r n a l s on nu merou s
occasions.
His advice to students
trying to get involved in
research is to just jump
right in. W het her t hat
be a plant biolog y lab,
a cancer biology lab or a
mouse genetics lab, the
technologies are similar
a nd t he que st ion s a re
a na logous. He say s he
usually takes students that
he has got ten to k now
through his class or one of
his advisees, but he stresses
the importance of being
persistent.
“If [somebody] comes by
3 times, it’s hard to say no
that third time,” he said.
John Warrington / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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“The Marine
motto is
‘semper fidelis,’
always faithful,
and what
these Marines
did was to be
unfaithful to
their fellow
Marines.”
Courtesy of Tribune News Service

-former Navy secretary Ray Mabus said on veterans involved in the Facebook group under
investigation for purportedly sharing graphic photos of military women.

“That’s what
we’re trying to ﬁx
— not coverage
for people, not
coverage they
can aﬀord, but
care they
can aﬀord.”

Courtesy of Tribune News Service

— The budget director Mick Mulvaney said on the new GOP health care bill.

The blotter comes from police reports released by the USC Division of
Law Enforcement and Safety and doesn’t include crimes reported by
city or county law enforcement.

STUDENT MEDIA IS
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HIRING!
SALES PEOPLE

LIKE MONEY?
EXPERIENCE?
need career

We’re looking for young, motivated students
striving for a career in media or sales to do

REAL WORK

Brittany Franceschina
@BRITTA_FRAN

Peeing on cars with strangers Feb. 26, 1:55 a.m.
One man learned his lesson in breaking the seal on a night of heavy drinking.
A citizen reported that an unknown man got into the back of his car and then,
when he was told to get out, peed on the back of the vehicle. Police found the
subject on the back porch using the railings for balance and unaware of where
he was.
GTA: Utility truck edition March 1, 10:30 a.m.-11:14 a.m.
USC grounds and landscaping supervisor alerted police that an unknown
person removed a utility truck parked on college street directly outside of the
Old Alumni House that had the keys left in the ignition. So, if someone you
know is skirting through campus in a whip with a backpack leaf blower in the
tailgate, it’s safe to assume it was stolen.
Popping Xanax like Tic Tacs March 4, 5 a.m.
Police found a male subject bleeding from his face outside of Capstone
Residence Hall and were advised by security guards that he was not a student.
The man gave conflicting stories of how the assault occurred. He was not
coherent and was unsteady when standing. He attempted to search through
his cell phone as if it were a wallet to look for his ID, so he gave the officer
permission to search him in order to locate his ID — bad idea. During the
search, a Tic Tac box containing pills marked as Xanax instead of tasty orange
1/2-calorie breath mints was found. The subject said he was not prescribed the
drug and admitted to taking a few of the pills that night and drinking 4 or 5
PBRs.

You don’t need LUCK
to get a deal this GOOD!
Move your car
loan to AllSouth
and get...

for

REAL CLIENTS
No experience required – we’ll teach you what
you need to know.

Contact Sarah scarborough at 803.777.5064 or sarahs@mailbox.sc.edu
2012 Harden Street
730 Elmwood Avenue
(803) 736-3110 • www.AllSouth.org
*Approval is based on credit worthiness; existing AllSouth auto loans are not eligible for this promotion; minimum loan amount of
$5,000; interest will continue to accrue during the 90 days with no payment; $100 will be deposited into your account when the
loan is established. Federally Insured by the NCUA.
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TOUR FOR TICKETS — GET
YOUR IRISH ON!
Each group that takes a tour of The Apartments
at Palmetto Compress or 612 Whaley will receive
one free ticket to the 35th Annual St. Pat’s in Five
Points Festival!*

612 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29201

PALMETTOCOMPRESS.COM
Exposed brick/wood beam ceilings

State-of-the-art ﬁtness center

Sun and fun at the pool deck

Patio & private balconies available

Resident TV lounge with games

1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments Available for Fall 2017

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705 | leasing@palmettocompress.com

612 WHALEY

612 Whaley St., Columbia, SC 29201

612WHALEY.COM
Two-story, state-of-the-art ﬁtness center
with cardio & weight-training equipment

Resident entertainment lounge with PS4,
Xbox & big screen TVs

Resident billiards lounge with pool, ping
pong, shuffleboard & poker tables

1- & 2-BR Apartments Available for Fall 2017

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705

|

leasing@612whaley.com
*New prospects only. Limited-time offer.
Event takes place on 3/18/17.
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Local restaurants remain
optimistic through small
business support group
Grace Batton
@LIFE_OF_GRACE

File Photo: Jeremy Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Small businesses in Columbia have been facing
increasingly difficult economic times according to Dave
Shaw, owner of the local restaurant SakiTumi and Columbia
advertising agency Flying Napkins. Competition with large
corporations has increased recently with the large number of
chain restaurants in the Columbia metropolitan area. In the
midst of this difficult time for small business owners, Shaw
felt the need to start a small business support group back in
December, and created the Facebook page Support Local:
Columbia.
“A lot of places are hurting because there’s been an
oversaturation of the market. There’s too many restaurants
and bars, and not enough people or income to support them.
I think if people are going to go out in Columbia and spend
their money, they should spend their money with businesses
that give back to the city, to the community,” Shaw said.
Shaw further described the influence of small businesses
in the community. He mentioned that many local restaurant
owners are passionate about giving back to charities and
to helping each other out, whereas many corporate chains
oftentimes do not have an incentive to give back to small
communities.
“Especially [in] certain areas of town like the Vista and
Five Points, it just seems like it’s getting harder and harder
as a small business owner. I think the difference that it
makes, too, is that the small business owners are active in the
community; we all know each other, we all support charities
and nonprofits. It’s just a huge network of people who are
constantly giving up money they could be making to help
the community,” Shaw said. “And I don’t see that from the
corporate chain restaurants.”

Dave Shaw, owner of sushi restaurant SakiTumi, discussed benefits of eating local in Columbia.
SEELOCALPAGE6

Review: Challenges and
triumphs of Cleveland Cavs
“You’re Welcome,
Cleveland”
Release Date: Feb. 28
Author: Scott Raab

A-

Publisher: HarperCollins
Courtesy of Tribune News Service

Mike Woodel
@GETHISDOGONETOO

to talk about something other
than what’s making their day
bad,” Augustine said.
Th is comes across well
i n t he store’s prom i nent
slogan: “Reality Stops Here!”
Augustine insists that Silver
City Comics is “your happy
place” regardless of how the
world is outside. In Silver
City, you don’t have to worry
about anything else for just a
little while.
T he o n l y dow n s ide t o
owning a comic book store,
according to Augustine and
her mother, is just the fact
that there are so many here
in Columbia. For a long time,
only Silver City and Heroes
& Dragons (who we will cover
later) were the only comic
shops in Columbia. In the
past decade, several others
have popped up and stretched
the market out. Competition
is good for consumers but
can make things tough for
t he businesses. Even wit h
a large number of college
students visiting their store,
Silver City has suffered from
the explosion of other comic

I rooted for the 2016 Cleveland Cavaliers for the same
reason I spat at a W f lag hanging from a South Quad
window after the Cubs won the World Series last fall: It
was Cleveland’s time to win.
I can’t even count myself as a Cleveland aficionado Let’s Go Pens, Hail Pitt, We Are Family - but having
come up in an equally-depressed domicile just 100 miles
to the east, I live for an underdog. Fifty-two years without
a pro sports title a thousand and one Browns head coaches
and God alone knows how many vacant temples of hard
industry later, it was time for C-town to win. Something.
Anything. And no one expressed that fact with as much
gusto as Scott Raab in 2011’s “The Whore of Akron,” a
300-page diatribe of near-biblical proportion locked on
to LeBron James’ departing head. And, inevitably, when
Cleveland’s favorite son returned from his four-year
residency in South Beach, no one celebrated the Cavs’
fi rst title more appropriately than Scott Raab in his recent
sequel, “You’re Welcome, Cleveland: How I Helped
LeBron James Win a Championship and Save a City.”
The shock value I found in the first book has worn
off, but then it doesn’t need to stick around long. Raab
spent just the right amount of “The Whore of Akron”
reflecting on stints dealing drugs in Austin and toiling for
a Philadelphia weekly; in “You’re Welcome, Cleveland”
we join him for the most part in a New Jersey suburb
amidst his fi nal years at Esquire magazine. The anger that
made the debut so irresistible has been replaced by the
mood of impending redemption that made me enjoy the
sequel as much as I did. Raab settles in to write the book
he sought to deliver in 2010, back before “The Decision”
tossed another dagger into Cleveland’s heart and “The
Whore of Akron” into the laps of fans everywhere jaded
by zoom shots of Belichickian scowls and SportsCenter’s
25/7 cycle.
Unexpectedly, most of the book is dedicated to the
Cavs’ 2014-15 campaign, which ended with a Finals loss
to Steph Curry’s Golden State Warriors. Tightly woven
into the last 60 pages, Raab’s account of the wine and
gold’s victorious march in 2015-16 felt not rushed but a
bit neglected, until I re-read it and found why it made
sense. The at-times sputtering chemistry of Cleveland’s
offensive juggernaut of James, Kevin Love and Kyrie
Irving, the frustrating moves of head coach David Blatt
and the fact that this is, in fact, Cleveland, each carried
over into 2015-16 from the previous season. Instead of
rewriting the fi rst 160 pages as could have been inevitable
for a lesser sportswriter, Raab mostly skips ahead to
where it counts: Blatt’s dismissal and the 2016 NBA

SEECOMICPAGE6
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Silver City Comics boasts its status as the oldest and only entirely female-run comic shop in Columbia.

‘Reality Stops Here’: Silver City Comics
brings unique charm to Columbia
William Outlaw
@JW_OUTLAW

There is a large presence of
comic book fans in Columbia,
proven with the emergence of
Soda City Comic Con along
with the International Comic
Arts Forum that USC held
last year. In this new series I
want to showcase the various
places you can go to support
local businesses that provide
the merchandise comic fans
love.
Silver City Comics
L o c a t io n : 538 K nox
Abbott Dr.
Owner: Ann Hart
D e a l s : $1 b ac k i s s ue s ,
recent back stock is 25 percent
off during the week and 50
percent of f on Sat urdays,
loyalty card that ensures 25
percent of f next purchase
after 10 visits spending $10
or more.
A rou nd 60 years ago,
Silver City Comics opened
in Columbia, South Carolina.
It is the oldest comic shop in
the city and is currently on
its third owner, A nn Hart.
T he Si l ver C it y C om ic s
that we k now today didn’t

open until 2000 after a fire
completely dest royed t he
original store — and t he
300,000 comics inside. This
tragedy led to Silver Cit y
bu y i n g c ol le c t ion s f rom
customers and relocating to
Columbia’s original Hardee’s
bu ild i ng r ight across t he
river in Cayce. Now, Silver
City boasts the title of being
Columbia’s only comic shop
run entirely by women.
Angela Augustine, Hart’s
daughter, talked about some
of the store’s history and her
ow n personal experiences
running a comics shop. She
bagged and boarded issues
as we talked, and it was clear
that she loves her job as store
manager. I n fact, she had
trouble coming up with any
sort of negatives to her job
and highlighted that watching
people’s worries leave as they
walked in the door was what
made it so enjoyable.
“People come in and they’re
having a bad day, and they
walk through the door and
their bad day is left out there.
And in here, it’s all happy. It’s
superheroes. It’s their favorite
thing in their world. They get
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FROMLOCAL5
Shaw also commented on the deep
pockets of corporations that give them
an advantage over small businesses,
leaving local restaurants struggling to
compete.
“They have huge investment firms
and parent companies where they could
not make money for six months or eight
months and they’d be fine, and you just
can’t do that if you’re a small independent
business owner,” Shaw said.
The purpose of the Support Local:
Columbia Facebook page is to raise
awareness in the community about the
existing small businesses, specifically
local restaurants, and to encourage
people to show their support for these
businesses by inviting followers to visit a
different restaurant each week.
FROMCAVS5
Finals, where the book comes in.
Of course, there is the pesky little
fact of the fi rst book’s title, and the
massive heaps of vitriol Raab tossed
at it s namesa ke. Addressi ng t he
elephant in the binding, Raab states
early in “You’re Welcome, Cleveland”
that he wouldn’t take back the fi rst
book, but admits sorrow and proves

Shaw mentioned that open-invitation
net work ing nights on Tuesdays or
Wednesdays will become a regular
thing for the group, allowing people
in the communit y and other small
business owners to come out and show
their support for whichever restaurant
is chosen that week by dropping in for a
drink or a bite to eat.
“Actually, to a lot of these small
busi ness ow ners a n ex t ra 15, 20,
25 people showing up one night and
spending a little bit of money is just a
huge difference, especially on a slower
night of the week like a Tuesday or
Wednesday,” Shaw commented.
The group offers great hope for
the future of small businesses and has
already seen a great response from the
community by its rapid popularity and

following on Facebook. Shaw encourages
everyone to join, share and tell their
friends about the page.
“If it gathers enough steam, then I
could see this being a way in the future to
announce charities, fundraising events,
anything that gets the local community
involved as it grows,” Shaw said.
Shaw also said that the Facebook page
will be an excellent way to inform people
about local businesses they haven’t heard
of before and to raise awareness about
the charity-focused vision of many small
businesses.
“It will inform the public that a lot
of [small businesses] do get involved
with local charities because we don’t
necessarily do those things and then
walk around with billboards saying,
‘Hey, look what we just did, aren’t we

a good person or a good business?’” he
said.
Fo r e x a m p le , S a k i Tu m i d id a
fundraiser for a children’s shelter at the
end of December and was able to write
a check for $3,000, “a significant chunk
of change for one small business owner.”
Optimistically, Shaw sees hope for
the future of small businesses due to
the gradually change in mindset of our
generation.
“Luckily though, I think the chain
restaurants for a long time became
extremely popular, and I feel like that’s
kind of starting to take a downturn
now, so I feel like a lot of people are
shying away from these corporate
chains and they want to go somewhere
local,” he said. “They don’t want the
cookie-cutter.”

it in the best way: Not once does
he seem as though he is smooching
King James’ gilded Nikes, as plenty
of Cavs laundry-wearers - not fans expected and perhaps hoped. Instead
he apologizes and moves on to better
things, such as thanking James for
coming back at all and reminding the
world that the NBA’s greatest player
calls Cleveland, of all things, home.

Cleveland Fans - capital F, those
who suffered through the 52-year
trophy drought and k now what it
meant beyond a dearth of parades
and banners - don’t need to read this
book. They saw the second coming
of LeBron’s Cavs play out live and
alone understood where the civic
forgiveness of #23 came from and
why. Many could have stories of

grit and guts akin to Raab’s, thus
having lived this book in real time.
Of course, this means that those
Clevelanders who pick it up anyway
might enjoy it even more than I did.
A nd for readers beyond the grasp
of northeast Ohio and its athletic
fatalism, especially fans of Raab’s
debut treatise, “You’re Welcome,
Cleveland” is a must-have.

Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships
University of South Carolina

Free Application for
Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) 2017-18
The 2017-2018 Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is now
available at www.fafsa.gov. To be
considered for the best aid package,
complete the FAFSA and turn in all
required documents by April 1, 2017.

William Outlaw / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

FROMCOMIC5
book stores.
“This area isn’t populated enough
to support this many comic book
shops,” Augustine said.
With a ton of back issues and many
great deals, Silver City Comics is
a great option to shop. They have
a back room past the register, new

(803) 777-8134
uscfaid@sc.edu
www.sc.edu/ﬁnancialaid
USCFinaid
@USCfaid

comics and a shelf t hat contains
numerous statues and busts available
for sale. If you stop by, be sure to ask
about Superman stopping a bullet.
They’ll know what you’re talking
about.
Watch out for our other comic
shop spotlights, and be sure to check
out Silver City’s Facebook page.

MARCH 14

TH

DAVIS FIELD @ 6PM
GRAND PRIZE:
open for our BIG ARTIST
at SPRINGFEST
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on MARCH 30

Carolina Productions
University of South Carolina Student Life

@usccp
@wusc

/usccp
/wusc90.5fm
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FREE to students, faculty, & staff with valid Carolina Card. For more information or assistance, visit
cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777-3950. This event is subject to change. Paid for by campus activity fees.
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College drinking culture must change to
improve USC’s abysmal alcohol use statistics
Andy
Wilson

Second-year
English student
The Daily Gamecock recent ly
reported on a number of alarming
a lcohol st at ist ic s at USC . A s
demonstrated by this chart, USC
outpaces the national average and
even the SEC average in a number
of alcohol-related behaviors among
f resh men. Some of t he more
concer n i ng st at ist ic s l isted a re
that only 42% of USC freshmen
don’t drink, 13% have been taken
advantage of sexually and 11% have
engaged in ‘problematic drinking’
(more than 10 drinks for men and 8
for women), the last stat being almost
twice the national average.
I fi nd it troubling that illegal and
irresponsible drinking is widespread
among fi rst-year students and I aim
to show you that you should too. First
let’s think about why college students
i n general d r i n k , a nd t hen why
more USC students drink and more
irresponsibly than average students.
One reason college students drink
is that this is their first time living
beyond their parents’ supervision, a
situation which naturally lends itself
to experimentation, whether that be
in alcohol, sex or drugs. Another is
that alcohol provides stress relief,
allowing them to temporarily escape
or detach from the anxieties of college
life. A third reason comes from the
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REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must
not exceed 300 words.
Students must include their
full name, major and year.
Faculty and staff must include
their full name, position and
department. Community
members must include their
full name and applicable job
title. Verifiable statements of
fact must include at least one
source; if we cannot verify a
statement of fact, your letter
will not be published until the
writer implements necessary
changes or provides reputable
sources for any facts in
question. Letters are edited
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225

social nature of drinking. If a person’s
friends are drinking, they are likely
to want to drink too, whether to gain
acceptance or fit in or just because it’s
a social activity to participate in. In
other words, peer pressure.
Those factors are going to be
t r ue of any college campus. But
what factors distinguish USC from
our national and SEC counterparts
such t hat ou r f resh ma n alcohol
consumption is so high?
First of all, the university is very
close to Five Points and the Vista,
both of which have many bars and
other venues that sell alcohol. USC
students may take it for granted, but
not every college town is so close to
so many bars.
Next, enforcement of the drinking
age law in establishments that sell
alcohol is also rather lax, from what
I can tell. A close friend of mine was
assured by a waitress, despite him
telling her that he wasn’t 21 yet, that
she could get him a drink anyway.
A classmate recollected how she was
borrowing a fake ID from a friend,
which struck me as being indicative
that bartenders and bouncers don’t
closely verif y IDs. (I mean, what
are the odds that her friend looked
just like her?) Talk of fake IDs and
stories like these of people being told
they look old enough to get alcohol
without trouble is rampant.
Finally, USC has a strong Greek
presence, estimated at one in four
of the student population, that has
a history of problems with alcohol.
University administrators considered
banning fraternit y rush last year
due to repeated a lcohol-related

incidents and a culture of hazing
that interferes with academics. Part
of a statement issued by Sororit y
Council and Fraternity Counsel last
September in response to tailgating
incidents shows just how ubiquitous
drinking is within Greek life: “One
sober monitor for every 30 chapter
members shall be submitted as part
of the event registration process.” If
we’re looking at there only being one
sober member of Greek organizations
for every 30 who drink, then I think
we can all recognize that there’s a
problem. It strikes me as strange that
a number of high profi le universityrecognized student organizations can
flaunt national law with no apparent
fear of enforcement.
I recognize that tr ying to stop
underage students from drinking
is nearly impossible through direct
external action. I agree with much
of what my colleag ue Stephanie
Woronko wrote last September in
her column on the subject. She’s right
that “changing culture, not rules, will
reduce alcohol consumption.” What
she doesn’t consider is that rules play
a role in shaping culture.
There’s really no way to keep
st udent s who are old enough to
b u y a lc o hol f r o m g i v i n g it t o
their underage peers. But stricter
enforcement of the drink ing age
law could help to curb this practice
at official fraternit y and sororit y
f u nc t ions a nd keep u nderage
st udents out of bars. Of course,
underage students who wanted to
drink could still drink alone or in
informal settings but much of the
social pressure to drink illegally

wou ld b e removed by ba n n i ng
underage drinking at official events
and enforcing the law in bars and
restaurants.
We need to recognize that illegal
and irresponsible alcohol use is a
blight on the university, a hidden
u nderbelly of ou r beaut if u l and
historic campus. The most obvious
way in which it harms students is its
association with sexual assault and
being taken advantage of sexually.
According to a Washington Post
poll, 62 percent of women in college
who experienced sexual assault or
unwanted sexual contact had been
drinking alcohol just prior to the
incident and 14 percent reported
being incapacitated (unable to give
consent) when the incident occurred.
You may have heard that one in
five female college students report
being sexually assaulted, which is a
shamefully high number. But right
here at USC, 13 percent of students
of both sexes reported being taken
advantage of sexually just during
their first semester last fall. Since
u nderg r adu ate men e x p er ience
lower rates of sexual victimization (7
percent nationally), this figure for the
fi rst year is almost certainly higher
for female students.
T he se nu mber s shou ld shock
and grieve us, but also spur us to
make changes. Making progress in
this area will require both tighter
enforcement of laws and a shift in
culture toward one that respects the
law and doesn’t pressure students
to drink irresponsibly. So, to make
USC a safer place, let’s address the
epidemic of alcohol abuse on campus.

GOP may be in trouble in 2018 if it
continues to support Trump
Thalia
Hobson

Third-year marine
science and
economics student
I’m sick.
My brother had strep over break and
I assume I do. I’m probably running
a fever and my thoughts are barely
coherent to me. So let’s talk about
Tr u mp, because at t h is poi nt all
pundits’ ramblings on the subject are
delirious.
I’m going to be honest, I kind of
thought that we’d be seeing a lot more
pushback against a guy with three
types of staffers and cabinet members
— those under fire for lying before
Congress or their ties to Russia, those
who will be under f ire for one of
those things, and those who are too
inept to warrant Russian attention or
understand how “lying” works.
But we have nothing. Rep. Jason

Chaffetz, the man ostensibly in charge
of holding Trump accountable, has
suggested more interest in investigating
Obama based on a madman’s ravings
about wiretaps in Trump Tower than
looking into the attorney general’s lies
to Congress.
So why is t h is t he case? Given
t he massive protest s ag a i nst t he
administration every time the Alec
Baldwin impersonator in the White
House signs an executive order, you’d
think Congress would be resisting, if
only to save their own political careers.
A s far as I can tell, it’s because
Republ ic a n s a re st i l l i n t he Tea
Party mindset of assuming the only
real threat to them is from Colbert
Report-st yle parodies of the GOP
coming to life and mauling them in a
primary challenge. In the meantime,
genera l elec t ions ca n be won by
gerrymandering seats up so that most
House races can be won by pointing
at the black man in Washington and
screaming something about Kenya and
welfare queens.

If that’s still the case, they’re pretty
safe. Trump has an approval rating
around 45 percent, which means that
a slight minorit y of A mericans are
looking at the situation in Washington,
shrugging and saying that this is fine.
Sure, the president has the vocabulary
and temperament of a delinquent
fourth grader, but at least we’re keeping
the nation safe from food stamps.
The problem for cong ressional
Republicans is that roughly an equal
number of Americans think Trump
should be impeached.
Maybe it’s impossible to lose the
support of people who decided that
the problem with Washington was a
lack of overgrown oompa loompas. But
when millions are losing Medicaid,
the economy inevitably contracts and
we get into a foolish trade war (or
actual war) to sooth the president’s
ego, the Republicans might be forced
to remember what it’s l ike to be
accountable to someone other than
your own base.
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Column: South
Carolina not
playing like
tournament team
Abe Danaher
@ABEDANAHER

At a time when most tournamentbou nd tea ms a re pea k i ng, Sout h
Carolina is lying dead with its hand
outstretched across the finish line.
Somehow, this Gamecock team has
made it into the NCAA tournament. But
it was not due to their recent play.
W hen l i st i ng t he G a me c o c k s’
accomplishments this season, one must
stop 54 days ago, with their win over
Florida. Since that point, South Carolina
has not beat a top-five team in the SEC,
much less a team bound for the NCAA
Tournament. With losses to Kentucky,
Florida, Arkansas and Vanderbilt, South
Carolina has not been able to beat any
of the top competition in the SEC down
the stretch of the season.
To make matters worse, not only have
they been unable to beat good teams, but
South Carolina has not performed well
against bad teams. The Gamecocks lost
twice to Alabama, who, despite a deep
run in the SEC Tournament, posted
under 20 wins on the season. They also
were played close by Mississippi State in
both late season matchups, with the latest
taking place at Colonial Life and the
Bulldogs missing their star, Quinndary
Weatherspoon.
The problems for South Carolina
as of late have been extensive and all
encompassing. The inability of their big
men to be a reliable threat on offense, or
even avoid foul trouble and stay on the
court, has put tremendous pressure on
the Gamecocks’ guards. And the guards,
outside of Thornwell, have largely
crumbled under this pressure.
PJ Dozier, who at midseason seemed
poised for a breakout season, has taken
steps back ward in recent games to
appear more like his freshman self. He
has appeared hesitant and less assertive
on the offensive end, seeming much
more willing to defer to Sindarius
Thornwell than create his own shot.
This hesitancy has shown, as he has
averaged just 11.5 points per game on

Sara Yang / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

under 33 percent shooting from the field
through the last eight games. This is
more than a four-point drop from what
he was averaging through the first 14
games of the season, where he also shot
a much better 46 percent from the field
through that stretch.
With the fall of Dozier’s play, more
pressure has been placed on Thornwell.
The SEC Player of the Year has done
his best to carry his team down the
stretch to the NCAA Tournament and,
in that regard, he has been successful.
Yet his often herculean efforts have not
been enough to single-handedly lead
the Gamecocks to victory. Just as his
44 points against Alabama were still
not enough to clinch a win, South
Carolina is not nearly as good with its
one dimensional, Thornwell-centric
offense that has been on display as of
late. But you cannot blame Thornwell
for the team’s recent struggles, as he has
kept his team afloat in each game.
Yet, somehow, despite these struggles
and a 3-6 record in their last 9 games,
the Gamecocks are going dancing for
the first time since 2004.
Fortunately, early wins over teams
such as Vermont, Monmouth, Syracuse,
Michigan and Florida were able to justify
a tournament bid for the now lifeless
Gamecocks.
Now the question is: Will the lifeless
Gamecocks rally and return to the team
of old that got them into the tournament
in the first place?

COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON
Maymester / Summer Sessions 2017

Summer Sessions

GET AHEAD
FOCUS ON TOUGHER COURSES

GRADUATE ON TIME

More than 300 courses
will be offered, including
online courses, independent
studies, internships and
study abroad.

Carolina Alert is the
Emergency Preparedness
resource on campus
for students.
• Sign up to receive emergency notiﬁcations
• Learn how to stay safe on campus
• Review emergency procedures

Students, sign up to receive text messages
and emails at carolinaalert.sc.edu.
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
(#CarolinaAlert).
www.sc.edu/carolinaalert

843.953.4831
summer@cofc.edu
go.cofc.edu/summer

Download the Rave
Guardian App!
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Patience
paying off for
Matt Williams

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Carson Mason
@CARSONANNMASON
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Not only has the junior been selective
in the batter’s box, he’s also earned
significant time on the diamond.
“He’s just been a steady influence,”
coach Chad Holbrook said of Williams.
“I hope our other guys are watching
Matt, watching his approach, watching
how he plays the game because you
can learn something from the way he
competes and battles in the batter’s box.”
Williams leads the Gamecocks with a
.413 batting average, going 19-for-46 at
the plate. In 16 appearances, he’s tallied
eight RBIs and has drawn more walks
(seven) than strikeouts (five). One of the
most integral factors of his offensive
game is his ability to hit to both sides of
the field.
“Ninety percent of the pitches we get
are off the play in a way, so I just try to
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Michigan State on Saturday. Batting
third, he chalked up three hits, including
two singles and his first home run of the
season.
“I was pretty much just sitting on
slider the whole at bat because I saw it
a good bit in the previous at bats, so I
was just able to put a good swing on it,”
Williams said of his home run.
“I’m just trying to get a good pitch.
It’s all about pitch selection and being
patient, just getting your pitch, really.”
As the son of Steve Williams, the
head baseball coach at Belton-Honea
Path High School in Honea Path,
South Carolina, Matt Williams grew
up around the sport and developed
instinctive leadership qualities from a
young age. Following the second game
of the Michigan State series, Holbrook
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h is trying
to do with lefties,” Williams said. “I
tell (Alex) Destino to watch me, watch
my at bats and other lefties, like Danny
(Blair) and LT (Tolbert). Just those guys,
‘Watch what he does to me. Then he’s
probably going to try to do the same
thing to y’all.’”
Williams arrived to USC in 2014, but
took a redshirt season his freshman year.
He saw his first in-game action in 2015,
making 10 appearances and one start.
The next year, he played in 18 games
as a redshirt sophomore, batting .240
(6-for-25) with three runs and two RBIs.
In his first two active seasons with the
team, Williams was utilized in a platoon
role and was rotated into the lineup as a
pinch-hitter. Now he’s earned a steady
starting spot at first base and bats in the
middle of the lineup.
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“From the start, Holbrook told me
that I was going to be a big part of the
program eventually and I just kind of
was patient and trusted him and now
it’s kind of paying off,” Williams said. “I
don’t really think about that too much. I
just try to go out there and have good [at
bats] every time.”
Right-handed pitcher Wil Crowe,
who started in Saturday’s victory, credits
Williams’ development to his relentless
work ethic from the batting cages to the
weight room.
“It’s crazy to see where he started, now
where he is and how he’s progressing,”
Crowe said. “He’s tireless. He’s in
there working on his swing with [Brian
Buscher], working in the cages, working
in the weight room. He’s a great worker
and on top of that he’s a great teammate.”
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HOUSING

ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS

4BR, 2 BA house for rent
4BR, 2BA hse for rent. full
kitchen, close to campus,
private, includes W/D. sec.
system and l/s included
with rent.

Royal Spa And Massage 110 Columbia North East Dr,
Columbia, SC 29223 (803) 736-3300
Royal Spa And Massage 110 Columbia North East Dr,
Columbia, SC 29223 (803) 736-3300

Email hank@burrisslaw.com

EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
MAKE MONEY!
Top-rated sports camp needs
fun loving counselors to teach
all land, water & adventure
sports. Great summer in
Maine! Call (888) 844-8080;
apply at www.campcedar.com

11

Welcome to a world of peace, healing and relaxation. Here at
Royal Spa and Massage, we pride ourselves on maintaining
the highest standards of cleanliness and professionalism. Our
skilled staﬀ of professional massage therapists are waiting to
transport you to a place where it’s always YOUR time.
We are exceptionally trained in:
Deep Tissue Massage
Sports Massage for injuries or general pain and soreness
Reﬂexology and pressure point massage
Swedish Massage
Couples Massage and Spa Day packages

OPPORTUNITIES

Hot Stone Therapy
Prenatal Massage

SAIL: PEDU150
(803) 317 9060

Scented sugar scrubs
Foot Bath Detox which may help handle other health issues
Reﬂexology (foot massage)
With such an array Of relaxation services to choose from, you
are certain to ﬁnd the right one for you.
Email miehu@yahoo.com
(803) 736-3300

PHD • JORGE CHAM

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

You’re especially clever
with words over the next
few weeks, with Mercury
in your sign. Creative
ideas abound. Share and
collaborate. A partner’s
opinion is important.

Tr avel b ec kon s over
the next three weeks.
M a k e lo n g - d i s t a n c e
connections. Study and
research are favored.
You’re especially clever
today and tomorrow.

G et s o c i a l over t he
next two days. Express
you r af fec t ion a nd
admiration. Romantic
communication flowers
over t he ne x t t h ree
weeks.

Taurus

Virgo

Capricorn

Focus on work and health
today a nd tomor row.
Finish old business over
t he next t hree weeks.
Review what worked and
didn’t. Update plans.

Profits beckon today and
tomorrow. It’s easier to
organize shared finances
over t he next few
weeks. Collaborate and
celebrate when done.

Career matters
occupy you today and
t o m o r r o w. D i s c u s s
domestic changes you’d
like to see over the next
three weeks. Set family
goals.

Gemini

Libra

Bu ild some roma nce.
Your team inspires you
for three weeks. Enjoy
creat ive collaborat ion
w it h you r t a lented
friends. Communication
is key.

You’re s t r on g er a nd
more conf ident today
a n d t o m o r r o w. T h e
compet it ion heats up
over the next few weeks.
Partnership makes the
difference.

Cancer

Scorpio

Enjoy domest icit y
today a nd tomor row.
P r o f e s s i o n a l
oppor t u n it ies a r ise
i n conver sat ion over
t he next t hree weeks.
Prepare to jump when
the moment is right.

Creat iv it y i nf uses
you r work for t h ree
weeks. Communication
flowers; brainstorm and
collaborate. Fu n a nd
rela xat ion feeds your
inspiration, especially
today and tomorrow.
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Aquarius
G o ex plore. Lear n
voraciously over t he
next t hree week s.
Yo u ’ r e e s p e c i a l l y
c reat ive a nd words
flow with ease. Write,
record and report.

Pisces
Manage shared
accou nt s over t he
n e x t t w o d a y s . Fo r
t hree weeks, new
income sources arise
in conversation. Make

.

profitable connections

@thegamecock
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

Get To The Green
15K, 10K, 5K, & 1-MILE FAMILY FUN

COLUMBIA, SC

MARCH 18, 2017
ACROSS
1 Tie up at the pier
5 Basics
9 Expressive chat
image
14 “That works for
me”
15 “Dang!”
16 Cars sold at
auctions
17 Nabisco
chocolate-creme
cookie
18 Vermeer or van
Gogh
20 Postgraduate
degree
22 First-class
23 Sailor
24 Tanning lotion
letters
27 Golf hole
benchmark
29 Snacked (on) to
excess, briefly
32 Pinup queen
Page
34 __ buco: veal
dish
36 Mob kingpin
38 PG-13 issuing
org.
39 __ vincit amor
40 Restful resorts
41 Vase material
named for its
white color
43 Window insert
44 Wiped off the
board
45 Genghis __
·VWULSSLQJGUXJ
49 Took command
of
50 “Morning Edition”
airer
/LRQ·VGHQ
54 Turning point in
tennis, and a hint
WRWKLVSX]]OH·V
circled letters
59 Casino big
spender
62 Veggie in a green
smoothie
63 Sleep lab study
:KHUH1RUZD\·V
Royal Family
resides
65 Biblical paradise
/$·VUHJLRQ
67 Pics on ankles

68 Hair-coloring
agents
DOWN
1 Gloom partner
2 Cajun veggie
3 Course including
romaine and
croutons
4 Greenhouse gas
protocol city
5 Loved to death
6 Get-up-and-go
7 New cow
8 Mar. 17th
honoree
9 Horn of Africa
nation
10 Clothing store
department
11 Withdraw, with
“out”
12 G.I. doll
13 Dead Sea
country: Abbr.
/DZUHQFH·VODQG
8·V´7KH-RVKXD
Tree” co-producer
Brian
24 “Enough!”
25 Residents around
the Leaning
Tower
26 __ up: came
clean
27 Saddle knob

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

28 Aim high
30 Madame Bovary
31 Language of
Copenhagen, in
Copenhagen
33 Culinary meas.
35 Acorn droppers
37 Pike or trout
39 Seasoned expert
42 Army leader
46 Last Olds models
47 Catch redhanded
51 Place to keep a
camper, for short
53 Irritated

0HWV·ROG
stadium
55 “Casablanca”
woman
56 Boston NBAer
57 Protected from
the wind
58 Some male dolls
59 Owns
60 NASDAQ debut
61 Health
supplements co.
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South Carolina in NCAA
Tournament, will play
Marquette in Greenville

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Abe Danaher
@ABEDANAHER

For the first time since 2004,
South Carolina will be playing in
the NCAA Tournament.
Selected as a seventh seed, the
Gamecocks will play the tenthseeded Marquette Golden Eagles
out of the Big East Conference,
who finished the regular season
with a 19-12 record.
“When I saw the seven, and I
saw the South Carolina come up
next to it with that beautiful block
‘C’ I was standing with my wife
and I didn’t realize that was us,”
coach Frank Martin said as he
reflected on the moment. “Pretty
powerful moment for me.”
S E C P l a y e r o f t h e Ye a r
Sindarius Thornwell spoke to
the team’s reaction upon hearing
their team was in the tournament,
saying, “Once we saw our name
pop up, just l ike a ny ot her
team, we all jumped up, started
screaming, hugging each other,
giving each other high fi ves and
stuff.”
The Gamecocks will be forced
to face a balanced yet explosive
Marquet te team. The G olden
Eagles come into the game ranked
17th in the nation in points per
game, as they average 82.5 points
per contest. This high score has
been equally distributed among
t hei r player s t hough , a s f ive

Golden Eagles average double
figures on the season.
When asked what he knew of
the Golden Eagles at the moment,
Thornwell was frank, laughing as
he said he knew “nothing” about
the Golden Eagles.
Thornwell then followed this
by saying that all he knows is that
“they’re a good team because they
made the NCAA Tournament.”
Coach Mart in had a similar
reaction to Thornwell, joking that
all he knew about Marquette was,
“That their trainer weighs more
than me.” Martin later expanded
on t h is com ment, say ing t hat
Marquet te’s t ra i ner, Bra ndon
Yoder, was a past trainer of his at
Kansas State.
The game will take place in
G re e nv i l le , S out h C a r ol i n a ,
wh ich Fra n k Mar t i n saw as a
major advantage for his team.
“We’ve played in that building,
we’ve won i n t hat bu i ld i ng,”
Mar t i n sa id on play i ng i n
Greenville. “Not everyone on our
team, but guys on our team have.
Having the securit y blanket of
k nowing that your friends and
fa m i ly a re w it h you ma kes it
powerful.”
T h e G a m e c o c k s h a v e lo s t
six of their last nine games, yet
Thornwell talked about a pressure
the team has felt down the stretch
of t he s e a s o n , a nd how t h at
pressure has been lifted with the
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NCAA Tournament bid.
Despite these struggles of late,
senior guard Justin McKie spoke
to the team’s way of thinking now
that they are in the tournament,
saying “It’s a clean slate.”
Mart in even took t hese
struggles as a positive, t ying it
into the overall body of work that
made his team tournament-ready.
“Ever y si ngle t h i ng we d id
since August till Friday, whether
it was a positive or a negative, a
good, a bad, a win or a loss — it
didn’t matter,” said Martin. “It
was ... to harden us. To create an
opport unit y for us to be good
enough, to be able to be sitting
here talking about this right now.”
Now, S out h Ca rol i n a i s i n
sea rch of it s f i r st w i n i n t he
NCA A Tournament since 1973.
A nd as t heir coach explained,
they aren’t content to just be in
the tournament, or to just get
one win, no matter how long it’s
been since either of those things
happened.
“ T h e r e’s n o t h i n g l i k e t h e
N C A A To u r n a m e nt , it ’s a n
unbelievable experience,” Martin
said. “A nd t he one t h i ng I’ve
told our players is don’t just be
happy to be in it. Be focused and
prepared to make a run.”
The Gamecocks will look to
st a r t t hat r u n Fr iday ag a i nst
Marquette.

